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US Senate confirms Stanley 
Fischer as Fed vice chairman

• By HOWARD SCHNEIDER

WASHINGTON (Reuters) – The US Senate on 
Thursday confirmed Stanley Fischer to be 
vice chairman of the Federal Reserve and 
approved Jerome Powell and Lael Brainard as 
members of the central bank’s board, bolster-
ing the Fed as it prepares to wind down its 
extraordinary stimulus.

Fischer, confirmed last month as a member 
of the board, was approved to be the central 
bank’s influential No. 2 on a 63 to 24 vote. 
Powell, already a member of the board, was 
granted a new 14-year term on a 67 to 24 vote. 
Brainard, a former top official at the U.S. Trea-
sury, was backed 61 to 31.

The votes mean all three should be in 
place for next week’s meeting of the Fed’s 
monetary policy committee, joining the 
debate over how to pull back the economic 
supports put in place to counter the reces-

sion and nurse the recovery.
The action also cements President Barack 

Obama’s influence over the Fed and U.S. 
monetary policy for what may be years to 
come.

The five current governors are all Obama 
appointees and hold terms that extend until 
at least 2020 and as late as 2028. There is no 
guarantee they will serve that long - Fed gov-
ernors often quit before a full 14-year term 
expires - but Obama also has two open seats 
still to fill.

The new members will be plunged quickly 
into the thick of decisions requiring long-
range judgment about the direction of the 
economy.

Fischer and Brainard are expected to share 
chair Janet Yellen’s focus on keeping an easy 
monetary policy in place for some time to lift 
wages and employment..

Fischer, the former head of the Bank of 

Israel and a noted academic, has been out-
spoken in arguing that the fallout from the 
economic crisis showed the need for aggres-
sive central bank actions. Brainard has 
argued the same in her former role as head 
of international affairs at Treasury.

In the near-term, the course seems smooth. 
Fed board governors and regional bank presi-
dents have been generally optimistic about 
the pace of economic growth, and have held 
to a consensus that the main stimulus pro-
gram of monthly bond buying could decline 
gradually and end later this year.

Still-high unemployment and low infla-
tion mean a decision to raise interest rates, 
which have been held near zero since late-
2008, is unlikely until perhaps the middle 
of next year.

But between now and then, the central 
bank will face an array of issues it must tackle 
to set the stage for that initial rate increase.

The Fed now holds $4.3 trillion in assets, 
for example, and policymakers will have to 
make a call regarding how long to keep 
reinvesting the proceeds of maturing bonds 
and securities, and when to let those hold-
ings begin to shrink.

That decision, which is crucial to financial 
markets, has already engendered debate and 
talk of a potential compromise between those 
who want to keep the Fed’s balance sheet 
large and those who feel interest rates should 
rise sooner and more quickly.

US FEDERAL Reserve Chair Janet Yellen swears in Stanley Fischer as a member of the 
Federal Reserve board during a ceremony at the central bank in Washington. (Reuters)

‘Let my people know’
• Jerusalem Post staff

Paulina Berlin was born 
in Kharkov in the Soviet 
Union. She is Jewish, 

“but I had an epiphany two 
weeks ago in New York,” she 
tells me at a Limmud FSU con-
ference in Jerusalem.

“Tell me about it.”
“I understood that in Lim-

mud FSU, something of Jewish 
global significance was taking 
place.  I understood that despite 
my limited knowledge of Juda-
ism, here was an opportunity 
that I should not miss.”

She is 32 years old and works 
in public relations. At the age 
of ten she left her family in 
Kharkov and found herself in 
Los Angeles.  Her absorption 
was not painless. She attended 
Sunday school and met with 
Jewish children of Iranian 
extraction. “For them, I was a 
Russian,” she says, “I was not 
religious and they did not 
receive me warmly.” That was 
her first confrontation with 
Judaism and she felt rejected. 

Nevertheless, four years ago 
she felt the need for a deeper 
involvement in Jewish life.  
From an emissary of the Jewish 
Agency she heard that a Jewish 
organization was looking for 
Russian speakers. She began to 
participate in workshops orga-
nized by RU-JU-LA, an organi-
zation for young Russian-speak-
ing Jewish professionals in Los 
Angeles and she serves today 
on its Steering Committee.

Paulina is one of 80 leaders of 
Limmud FSU (former Soviet 
Union) who participated this 
last weekend in the organiza-
tion’s Global Leadership Sum-
mit in Jerusalem.

In lectures and workshops 
the young Russian speakers 
from Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, 
Moldova, Israel, USA, Canada 
and Australia, exchanged ideas, 
shared experiences and in gen-
eral, enjoyed the atmosphere 
of Jerusalem.

With the onset of Shabbat 
the youngsters swayed to the 
strains of Shabchi Yerusha-
layim and Shalom Aleichem 
played by the Shuk Ensemble 

and at the end of Shabbat 
went on a night excursion to 
the capital’s Old City. 

Among the walkers along the 
Old City walls was Viktoria 
Shuritz, who sells railway tick-
ets in Vitebsk, Belarus. She is 25 
years old, non-Jewish but mar-
ried to a Jew. When Vika met 
Alexander, he was already 
deeply involved in Jewish life. 
That was her first introduction 
to Judaism. Alexander would 
return from a meeting with his 
rabbi and tell her all about 
what he had learnt. 

What was its effect on you?”
“I wanted to know more and 

more.”
Vika and Sasha do not have 

children yet but they have 
already decided that when 
they do they will be brought up 
according to Jewish tradition.

“Are you considering con-
verting?”

“Alexander would like me to, 
but I am Russian Orthodox.”

Jemima Meltzer was born in 
Melbourne and Mark Reitman 
in Sydney. So how come these 
two Australians are a part of 
Limmud FSU? That is because 
their parents were born in 
Moldova, Minsk and Moscow 
and the two of them speak 
Russian. Jemima knew about 

Pesach and Rosh Hashana 
from her grandmother who 
always conducted a seder at 
Pessah and dipped apples in 
honey on Rosh Hashana. 
Mark’s family observed Rosh 
Hashana but did not give it 
any religious significance. “We 
would eat and drink just like at 
any other family gathering.” 
Mark got to Limmud after hav-
ing participated in the Taglit 
(“Birthright”) program. 

The Limmud Summit gather-
ing here reinforces Jewish activ-
ity among graduates of Taglit, 
says Chaim Chesler, founder of 
Limmud FSU. 

“There are already some 
50,000 graduates of Taglit in 
the former Soviet Union alone. 
Millions of dollars are invested 
in bringing them to Israel on a 
visit but when it is over, no one 
bothers about them.  If there 
are real consequences to the 
efforts made by Limmud it is 
because we fulfill a real need.”

Sandra Cahn from New York, 
Chesler’s partner as a co-found-
er of Limmud FSU, is sure that 
the American Jewish commu-
nity stands firmly behind the 
Limmud FSU program.  After 
“Let my people go,” Cahn says, 
there is now “Let my people 
know.”

LIMMUD FSU founder and chairman Chaim Chesler (center) is 
surrounded by delegates at the Limmud FSU Global Leadership 
Summit in Jerusalem on Friday. (Courtesy Limmud FSU)

Return to Sighet
By PENINAH ZILBERMAN

Over 100 people, survi-
vors and their descen-
dants came from all 

over the world to spend May 
16-20, 2014 weekend in 
Sighet-Marmatiei, Romania. 
You might ask yourself why 
take off a weekend in mid-
May and travel to the most 
northern part of Romania at 
the hills of the Carpathian 
Mountains along the two riv-
ers, the Iza and the Tisa?

We are all members of fami-
lies who were deported to Aus-
chwitz 70 years ago. Among us 
were only three survivors who 
felt, experienced and won-
dered when they were teenag-
ers why were they deported to 
the most horrifying camp ever. 
The rest of us were mainly sec-
ond, third and even fourth 
generation participants related 
to the Sighet Jewish Commu-
nity members pre-1944. 

I am the daughter of a Sighet 
survivor Sary Walter. I first 
went to Sighet in 1998 and 
since then have regularly visit-
ed my mothers’ cousin who is 
among the 20 members of the 
present Jewish Community. As 
a Jewish Educator living  for 
many years in the Diaspora 
and former Director of the 
Toronto Holocaust Museum, 
last summer I felt that all Sighet 
children and grandchildren 
should come to commemorate 
the 70th year to the Deporta-
tions of the Jews from Sighet. 

The Municipality of 
Sighet-Marmatiei and its 
mayor, Ovidiu Nemes, were 
extremely supportive of the 
idea, assisting the organizers at 
all levels making this event 
such a success. 

“History obligates us never to 
forget the horrible crimes 
humanity was faced with, to 
teach the young generation 
about the need to stand up all 
together against the policies of 
hatred and intolerance,” said 
Mayor Nemes in his welcoming 
speech at the City Hall on Sun-
day, May 18, following the 
memorial service we held in the 
Council House. What a power-

ful feeling it was to be able to 
read the names of our family 
members who were murdered 
during the Holocaust and light 
6 Yizkor candles – this was tri-
umph for all of us. 

The mayor apologized on 
behalf of the people of Sighet for 
what was done many years ago 
to its Jewish inhabitants and 
presented the three survivors 
with “an honorary certificate 
“on behalf of the city. Later on 
we unveiled the “Jewish Fami-
lies of Sighet” exhibit mounted 
on the wall next to the Council 
Room, serving as a memory to 
the citizens of Sighet.

Sighet has a rich hassidic 
and cultural Jewish past, 
which can be still found in 
the local Jewish cemetery 
which is over 500 years old, 
former Jewish buildings, the 
one and only synagogue, Elie 
Wiesel’s house which serves 
as a Holocaust Museum, local 
homes which still have a mark 
where a mezuza was mounted 
and in some places the houses 
railings which still have their 
Magen David decorations.  
The Jewish community did 
leave a mark on the city.

After 70 years, it almost start-
ed to look like the days when 
the Jews lived in Sighet. You 
could see many men with Kip-
pot, some with their Tzitziot 
out, walking on the main 
street, or coming out of the 
morning Minyan. 

Our Commemoration Week-
end started by welcoming the 
Shabbat – all kosher food was 
prepared via Israel and Hunga-
ry. Mayor Nemes was honored 
with a Sabbath dinner experi-
ence, listening to Sabbath 
Zmirot and speaking with 
many of us about their families 
who lived in Sighet.

One of the highlights of the 
event was on Motzei Shabbat – 
Lag Ba’omer – where a memo-
rial service was held at the 
Train Station from where over 
14,000 Jews were deported 
directly to Auschwitz over the 
period of a week, May 16-22, 
1944.

Every participant came with 
their own wish list. One survi-

vor said: “I came to see my 
grandfathers’ matzeva; I saw it, 
and now I feel at peace” a sec-
ond generation participant 
was happy as “she closed a 
cycle” others now felt that they 
have a better idea of where 
their parents and/or grandpar-
ents lived. Many found family 
tombstones that they wish to 
repair and restore in the ceme-
tery. Some had addresses where 
their family lived, but instead 
of their family’s houses was a 
store, a parking lot or a ruined 
house for sale.

Prior to the weekend, I had 
the opportunity to visit all 
seven of Sighet’s high schools 
and presented my mother’s 
story of survival while at the 
same time I addressed present 
issues of racism, prejudice and 
anti-Semitism. I feel very fortu-
nate to be among the few sec-
ond generations who speak 
fluent Romanian and am 
greatly appreciative to parents 
and grandparents for teaching 
me Romanian in order to relate 
to the citizens of Sighet and 
other Romanians in their 
native language. The munici-
pality, under the leadership of 
Alina Marincean, a former 
coordinator of the Elie Wiesel 

Museum and currently respon-
sible for international delega-
tions to Sighet, encouraged 
students to participate in an 
“Essay Writing Contest” on 
the Holocaust following in 
class seminars, reading 
resource materials and second 
generation presentations. 
There were about 35 entries - 
which is considered a great 
success - as it was the first time 
the contest was held. 

All winners were presented 
by Mayor Ovidiu Nemes with a 
certificate, books and the top 
three winners will be visiting 
Auschwitz-Birkenau, where 
most of the Jewish deportees 
from the region met their 
deadly fate.

This event marks a milestone 
for second-generation activi-
ties to restore and document 
the highly cultural life that 
Sighet was known for. 

Please visit our wite www.
sighet.org, or for further informa-
tion please contact Peninah Zil-
berman, peninah118@gmail.
com.

Peninah Walter-Zilberman is a 
producer of Jewish cultural events 
and Jewish education, specializ-
ing in Holocaust and second-gen-
eration issues.

THE WRITER, Peninah Zilberman (center), stands with her 
mother’s cousin, Goldie Walter-Solomon, caregiver Moriko and 
her son, Shai Spetgang at Walter-Solomon’s house. (Courtesy)

Jewish aspirations being deconstructed, discounted, dismissed and discarded
COMMENT

• By EDWARD S. BECK

I had a dream in which Ronald 
Lauder called together George Soros, 
Sheldon Adelson, Lynn Schusterman 
and all the major donors to the major 
Jewish organizations which now rep-
resent the extreme Right and the 
extreme Left. They only invited the 
major donors to the growing alphabet 
soup of alleged pro-Israel groups and 
did not invite the hired hands at the 
heads of the organizations.

At the meeting the recent devastat-
ing Anti-Defamation League report 
on the rapid rise of Holocaust denial, 
anti-Semitism and anti-Israelism in 
the world is pulled out and the opera-
tional challenge of the meeting 
becomes, “What we have been doing 
is not working and our people, our 
land and our democracy is not work-
ing... we need a new game plan. We 
need a new direction that achieves 
results and we need it now,” and so 
they begin to work together. And 
then, the sounds of torrential rains 
woke me up to the reality of what is 
really happening in our community.

We have more groups allegedly rep-
resenting the interests of the Jewish 

people than ever before and the net 
result is that anti-Semitism, Holocaust 
denial and anti-Israelism is getting 
worse and posing a major existential 
threat to our people, both internally 
and externally.

Our community is fractionalizing 
from within and being demonized, 
delegitimized and is no longer held to 
a double standard but is dissolving 
from its own ineffectiveness. Our peo-
ple’s collective aspirations and exis-
tence are being deconstructed, dis-
counted, dismissed and discarded by 
members of our own community 
much to the delight and support of 
our collective enemies. We have 
become our own worst enemies and 
are doing things to ourselves that no 
enemy can possibly do.

What is happening? The extremists 
among us have taken over in a strug-
gle that can only end with all of us 
becoming demoralized and possibly 
perishing. This deadly relationship is, 
unfortunately symbiotic and equally 
toxic to all concerned at both extremes 
and in the middle. As those who feel 
they are on the Right become more 
strident in their views and refuse to 
work with and communicate with 
others, so too, do members of the Left 

become more strident in their views 
and equally intransigent, and also fail 
to communicate meaningfully to oth-
ers. Both claim to have the narrative 
of the truth and righteousness on 
their side as both literally seek to 
destroy the others. Money flows from 
major donors to support these war-
ring factions much as if they think 
they can buy the hearts and minds of 
our people and our enemies. Only 
money is talking right now while the 
rate of Holocaust denial, anti-Semi-
tism and anti-Israelism rise to danger-
ous levels.

There is a self-righteous snarkiness, 
arrogance and mean-spiritedness at 
both extremes that has most of us 
nauseated from the struggle because 
of the presence of major donor agen-
das and their professional henchmen, 
who have turned the struggle into 
their own career development instead 
of trying to work themselves out of a 
job by succeeding in making the 
world a better place for the Jews and 
Israel. They are currently failing and 
need replacement. The argument that 
things could be worse without them 
is fallacious. They are making things 
worse. We need new management 
and new constructs.

These professionals have figured out 
that the worse things get, the more 
money they attract from increasingly 
diminishing communities to perpetu-
ate their jobs. The law of unintended 
consequences now shows us that the 
worse things get for the Jews and Isra-
el, the greater the opportunities are 
for new positions within the advoca-
cy field.

I really find it hard to get behind the 
ideologically driven right-wing 
extremists who resort to excommuni-
cation and exclusion of other voices... 
who reject big tents and claim God 
and history are on their side. I also 
reject those of the Left who have 
drunk the propaganda Kool Aid of our 
enemies, who misrepresent the reality 
on the ground and in history and 
engage in a self-righteousness based 
on ignorance of the complexities of 
the problem and engage in lazy think-
ing. I respect those who will allow for 
difficult dialogue and painful negotia-
tions. There are no quick fixes in the 
Middle East, period.

The daily news of Jewish groups 
rejecting Jewish groups and threaten-
ing to further fractionalize our com-
munity is deeply disturbing. The lazi-
ness of the Jewish community to con-

solidate resources, unite and target 
critical areas is bleeding us fiscally, 
intellectually, spiritually, politically 
and emotionally from within. Jews 
refusing to talk and work with each 
other will be as much responsible for 
our possible demise as any pending 
catastrophe from others.

Anyone who cannot see that when 
the Right tightens the noose, the Left 
bleeds and that when the Left tight-
ens the noose, the Left bleeds is not 
thinking clearly. And when the Left 
and the Right tighten the noose 
simultaneously as they are now, our 
enemies unite behind our division 
and are emboldened to perhaps allow 
ourselves to weaken ourselves by 
self-strangulation.

Now, more than ever, I urge the 
Conference of Presidents to assume 
some leadership and reconsider their 
position with respect to J Street, not 
because I support them or even like 
some of the misguided positions that 
I think they have, but because the act 
of dismissing other Jews at the table of 
unity is suicidal.

I can think of plenty of organiza-
tions within the conference, JCPA 
and other umbrella groups with 
which I have profound differences. 

While I back Hillel’s right to estab-
lish whatever ground rules it wishes 
to have for who speaks in its facili-
ties, if it is going to claim to be a 
“foundation” for Jewish life, it must 
accept that the net sum game of 
“Open Hillels” having separate con-
ventions at which avowed enemies 
of Israel such as Rashid Khalidi and 
Judith Butler speak to an already 
alienated group of Jews is not the 
way to have the difficult discussions 
that are needed in academia to 
reverse the growing BDS movement 
on college campuses.

The strength of the Jewish people 
has always been in its unity with 
diversity. We are now moving to 
becoming a people with so much 
diversity and alienation that there is 
no unity and this is very dangerous 
for us in the long run. Major donors 
who ignore this factor will find them-
selves contributing to the downfall of 
our people from within. It is a very 
bad dream.

The author, a publisher and editor, is 
the coordinator for the International 
Grassroots Faculty Committee For Aca-
demic Freedom and Integrity, as well as 
president emeritus and co-founder of 
Scholars for Peace in the Middle East.


